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also continues to consider and, when appro-
priate, approve requests to send to Iraq ma-
terials and supplies for essential civilian
needs. Iraq to date has refused, however,
to utilize the opportunity under Resolutions
706 and 712 to sell $1.6 billion in oil for
use in purchasing foodstuffs, medicines, ma-
terials, and supplies for essential civilian
needs of its civilian population. Saddam
bears full responsibility for the resulting suf-
fering in Iraq.

Attention to possible illegal exports to
Iraq has been focused on company names
compiled during inspections in Iraq. We
have received from UNSCOM a preliminary
list of U.S. company names whose equip-
ment has been seen in Iraq by U.N. inspec-
tors. We provided this list, on a confidential
basis, to investigative agencies and appro-
priate congressional committees.

Through the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), the United States,
Kuwait, and our allies continue to press the
Government of Iraq to comply with its obli-
gations under Security Council resolutions
to return all detained Kuwaiti and third-
country nationals. Likewise, the United

States and its allies continue to press the
Government of Iraq to return to Kuwait all
property and equipment removed from Ku-
wait by Iraq. Iraq continues to resist full
cooperation on these issues and to resist un-
qualified ICRC access to detention facilities
in Iraq.

As I stated in previous reports, in concert
with our Coalition partners, we will con-
tinue to monitor carefully the treatment of
Iraq’s citizens, and together we remain pre-
pared to take appropriate steps if the situa-
tion requires. To this end, we will continue
to maintain an appropriate level of forces
in the region for as long as required by
the situation in Iraq.

I remain grateful for the support of the
Congress for these efforts, and I look for-
ward to continued cooperation toward
achieving our mutual objectives.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Nomination of Betty Jo Nelsen To Be an Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture
March 16, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Betty Jo Nelsen, of Wis-
consin, to be an Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture for Food and Consumer Services
and a member of the Board of Directors
of the Commodity Credit Corporation. She
would succeed Catherine Ann Bertini.

Currently Ms. Nelsen serves as Adminis-
trator of the Food and Nutrition Service
at the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Washington, DC. Prior to this, she served
as a State representative for the Wisconsin

Assembly, 1979–1990; chairman of the Re-
publican assembly campaign committee,
1987–1988; and area coordinator for the
Milwaukee voluntary action center involve-
ment corps, 1976–1978.

Ms. Nelsen graduated from Massachu-
setts State College (B.S., 1957). She was
born October 11, 1935, in Boston, MA. Ms.
Nelsen is married, has three children, and
resides in Arlington, VA.
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